A Short History of Lot 189
South French Island, Old Town, Maine
Also Known As Treat and Webster Island.

Map of Lot 189
From City of Old Town Tax Maps (2020)

Why Lot 189?
Lot 189 is a plot of land that stretches around the southern side of French Island (aka
Treat and Webster Island). The Secretary of State informs us that the last deeded owner of the
property, Union Land Company, ceased activity in Maine in 1930. Presumably, they were a victim
of the financial upheaval of the Great Depression.
Somehow, the City of Old Town failed to properly seize the parcel for failure to pay taxes.
Residents assumed that the City of Old Town owned the land, but in reality it was an abandoned
property. In 2019, under pressure of a suit from a landowner adjacent to Lot 189, the city admitted
that they did not have a legal deed for this land.
This strip of land prevents landowners on the southern end of the island from claiming land
to the river, as do other French Island landowners who are adjacent to the river.
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Improvements Made to Lot 189
Over the last few decades various abutting property owners (or previous owners) have
made improvements to parts of Lot 189. Below is a summary of them, not including the sewer
system which is not involved in this discussion. No one wants to interfere with that civic business.
Year
1950 -1990

Property Owner

Improvement

Investment (In 2018 Dollars)

Mitchell

Maintained Land (lawn care)

$6,000

1950Present

Perro

Maintained Land (lawn care)

$6,000

1960’s

Theriault

Retaining Wall

$50,000

1970’s

Avery

Cleared Land, Landscaped

$6,000

1970Present

Michaud

Landscaped, Maintained Land (lawn
care)

$6,000

1980Present

Taylor

Cleared Land, Landscaped,
Maintained Land (lawn care)

$28,000

1990Present

Laffely &
Tomlinson

Cleared and Maintained Land

$4,500

1990 Present

Mitchell

Landscaping, sculpturing of land,
investment in soil improvement and
public access.

$41,500

History (Part 2)
To the left is French Island from a map
published in 1855. The land that currently
makes up Lot 189 is land south of what is
today Bodwell Street. The land passed in title
to Union Land Company in November, 1898.
The Native American name for this part
of the island is Matewanikanok, Place for
Tanning Hides. This use of the southern part of
the island took advantage of the open area
and access to the refreshing breezes next to
the river.

E. M. Woodford, 80 Walnut St. Philadelphia, PA.

Note in the map that there was a
primitive dam erected on the south west tip of
the island. It was originally a fish weir built by
Native Americans.

1865. On display in Town Office, Second Floor.
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City of Old Town Sewer System
Concerned about the sewer pump station that was built in the 1970’s and upgraded in
2018, the city wanted to gain ownership of that part of Lot189 on which the pump station was
built. In August 2019, City Council decided that they would condemn the entire Lot 189 and seize
all of it by using eminent domain. A member of the legal team advising the city stated at the time
that this condemnation without prior public notice, even as much a letter mailed to parties who
had expressed prior interest in the land, was appropriate in order to safeguard operation of the
sewer system.

City Council Seizes Land
No one wants to place the sewage system in jeopardy. We all agree that the city has a
clear case for ownership of the land used for the pump station. But this is only 3.5% of the total
area of Lot 189. Seizing by eminent domain the other 96.5% of the lot is a precipitous action on
part of the city. We also have a clear case for ownership of some of this land.

Landowner Concerns
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Part of Lot 189 improved by adjacent landowner.

Therefore, we citizens hope
that the city can avoid further legal
action by sitting down with property
owners and openly and reasonably
decide how the abandoned lot
should be redistributed.
Landowners who abut Lot 189
should have the option of making a
claim to the portion of Lot 189 that
is a natural extension of their
property lines to the river.

What is important is that landowners who have improved portions of Lot 189 should be
recognized. We did not expect the city to attempt to take this land without entering into good faith
negotiation regarding the future of South French Island. The State of Maine requires that the City
of Old Town must post a bond in order to assure payment to parties of interest in land that has
been seized by eminent domain. Many of us are not interested in receiving compensation but
would rather have the City quit its claim to Lot 189 and acknowledge our claims to the land we
have maintained and improved for the last fifty years.

Citizen Action
There are thirteen property owners (including the City of Old Town) who have lots that abut
Lot 189. If all of their property lines were extended to the river, the real estate value of their lots
would increase, as they would now have waterfront property. How much the increase in value is
depends on decisions made in the Assessor’s office.
Not every property owner may choose to exercise their claim to the repartitioning of Lot
189. For some, perhaps they are not interested in the increase in taxes that would be the result of
increased valuation. However, others may welcome adding more value to their land as they
prepare to downsize and move off the island.
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Extension of Property Lines
All other residential
lots on French Island
have property lines
extending to the river.
Details of extending
property lines need to
be dealt with in an
individual case, but the
map to the left is an
approximation of how
this would look and how
much land would be
added to existing lots.
Note that an extension of Lot 196 will cover all the land on which the new sewer pump station is
built. Also, Front Street and Nadeau Street are extended to the river to assure public access.

Plan of Action for French Island
The complexity of this redistribution requires that the City recognize all the legitimate
claims citizens have on Lot 189. Hopefully we can come together and make open and sensible
solutions. We propose that the City Council in their next meeting approve the following motion:

Motion for City Council
WHEREAS, The City of Old Town has an interest in a part of lot 189 for the proper
operation of the city sewer system,
AND WHEREAS, landowners abutting Lot 189 also have improved parts of said land over
the years, and likewise have interests in portions that lot,
AND WHEREAS, Lot 189 is recognized as land abandoned by the deed holders in 1930,
RESOLVED, the Old Town City Council hereby directs city officials to meet with
landowners who have an interest in Lot 189 because of their adjoining lots to devise a suitable
plan of redistribution of the land contained in Lot 189, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all future planned allocation of this property will be the
result of decisions that will be reached by all parties involved in an open and cooperative process
based on free dialogue and rooted in a thorough understanding of the history of this plot of land.

Want more information? Want to sign up for a mailing list to keep you updated?
Go to: www.frenchisland.me
Or Phone: Jim (207) 907-0714

HISTORY OF FRENCH ISLAND: LOT 189

4

